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The Old Man and the Sea # &1t 1

Beginning to “Good Luck, Old Man”

Before-reading
Activate background information:
1. Encourage students to say something about the author. If necessary,

play a mini-documentary about Hemingway to help students know more

about him.
Profile of Earnest Hemingway

Years of birth & death Q)
Nationality 2
Professions (3)
Wars experienced 4)
Hobbies (5)
Major works (6)
Writing style (7)
Awards 8)
Keys:

(1) 1899-1961 (2) American (3) Journalist; novelist

(4) WWI; The Spanish Civil War; WWII (5) Hunting; fishing; bull fighting
(6) The Sun Also Rises; A Farewell to Arms; For Whom the Bell Tolls

(7) Brief and straightforward

(8) Pulitzer for Fiction (1953); Nobel Prize in Literature (1954)
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2. Get students to say something about the title and the illustration on the

cover of the book.

3. Provide some key facts about The Old Man and the Sea.
e [ength: 143 pages
e Recommended Grade Band: 7-8
e Time and Place Written: 1951, Cuba
e Awards: Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (1953); Nobel Prize in Literature
(1954)

e Adapted to films: three times (1958, 1990, 1999)

While-reading
Read the first three paragraphs and do the following exercises.

1. Find out the literary elements below.

Characters: (1)

Setting: (2)

Suspense: (3)

Reason for no catches: (4)

Keys:

(1) the old man (Santiago) and the boy (Manolin)

(2) a small fishing village (somewhere by the Atlantic Ocean)
(3) the old man had gone 84 days without taking a fish.
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(4) either not good at fishing or just really unlucky

2. Read the part from Page 2, Para. 4 to Page 3, Line 15.

Match each quotation with a key word to describe the relationship

between the old man and the boy. (Remember: there are not necessarily

any ‘right’ answers.)

Qv

“I remember,” the old man said. “I know you did not

leave me because you doubted.” (Page 3, Lines 3-4)

2__

“I know,” the old man said. “It is quite normal.” (Page

3, Lines 7-8)

@G _

“Why not?” the old man said. ‘Between fishermen.’

(Page 3, Line 12)

4)____

“Santiago,” the boy said to him as they climbed the
bank from where the skiff was hauled up. “I could go

with you again. We’ve made some money.” (Page 2,

Para. 3)

)

“Yes,” the boy said. “Can I offer you a beer on the
Terrace and then we’ll take the stuff home.” (Page 3,

Para. 7)

©)

“But remember how you went eighty-seven days
without fish and then we caught big ones every day

for three weeks.” (Page 2, Line 20-Page 3, Line 2)
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Suggested answers:
(1) Trust (2) Understanding (3) Equality
(4) Loyalty (5) Concern (6) Respect

Post-reading

1. Summarize the main characters’ personalities.

2. Discussion.
Suppose you are Manolin (the boy), what would you say to convince your

parents to let you go fishing with Santiago?

3. Language appreciation.
(1) Figure of speech: simile

Complete the sentences and talk about what these they suggest.

@ The sail of the old man looked like
@ The scars of the old man’s hands were as as erosions in a
fishless desert.

®The old man’s eyes were the same color as the

Suggested answers:

@ the flag of permanent defeat;

The old man is seen as a walking symbol of failure but at the same time the flag can
carry him far when unfurled.

@ old;

The old man's suffering at sea is evident.

@ sea;



(BN5HE)  ZmTm

The sea is not just his way of life, but has become vital to the old man's being.

(2) Iceberg theory: simple words, ordinary structure, symbolic

e.g. He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and

he had gone eighty-four days now without taking a fish.

Homework:

1. Read from Page4, Para. 2 to Page 23, Para. 3 (before the old man left
for his fishing trip), using reading strategies learned in class.

2. Have students finish the exercise attached to the book (P4 =F/iE

RS 1—6 /M),
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The Old Man and the Sea # & ¥ttt 2

The fish’s jJump to the fish’s death

Read for information

1. How big was the fish?

2. What was in the old man’s mind the first time he moved the fish?

3. Was he afraid in face of the big fish? What did he say to himself?

4. Who was El Campeon? How did he get that name?

5. How many times did the fish swim away?

6. How many times does the sentence “He tried it again.” appear in the
last three paragraphs of this part? Why did he fail?

7. What second fish did the old man catch, and what would he do with it?
8. Santiago tried to justify killing the big fish by thinking of how many
people he will feed. What’s the old man’s conclusion?

9. Santiago slept again. What did he dream of then?

10. How did the old man kill the big fish?

Discuss & share the ending
“He lay forward cramping himself against the line with all of his
body, putting all his weight onto his right hand, and he was asleep.” (Page

88, Line 7)
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What do you think of the ending of this part? Can you create another

ending following it?

Hints:

1. Did the old man have the same dream as the previous ones?
2. How did the old man feel in the dream?

3. Why did the old man dream about it/them?

4. What is the theme of the story?

Read for thinking

1. “But, thank God, they are not as intelligent as we who kill them,
although they are more noble and more able.” What does Hemingway try

to express in this sentence?

2. Santiago felt he must “prove himself” to the fish and to the boy. Do

we EVER stop having to prove ourselves (according to Hemingway)?

3. Baseball is a very important part in this story. Please find one

example in this part and give some reasons.

4. Hemingway holds a very traditional perspective of manhood. What is

a man expected to be, according to Santiago?
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Read for language
Read the sentences below and complete the tasks.

1. Fill in the blanks with the adjectives to describe the old man.

/(1) (Page 102, Lines 1-2) “Fish,” the old man said. “Fish, you are going to have to die
anyway. Do you have to kill me too?”
(2) (Page 102, Lines 19-20) “Clear up, head,” he said in a voice he could hardly hear.
“Clear up.”
(3) (Page 103, Lines 2-4) | do not know, the old man thought. He had been on the
point of feeling himself go each time. | do not know. But | will try it once more.

\

~

/

2. Analyze the language style.

Keys:
1. (1) Confident; strong-willed  (2) Calm  (3) Determined
2. Small words, short sentences, repetition, direct speech, free direct speech.

Homework:
1. Have students finish the exercise attached to the book (P4 F/HiE
S 14, 15, 22—28 /M),

2. Make a short speech about The Old Man and the Sea.
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