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The Gift of the Magi and Other Stories #Zi%it (1)

The Gift of the Magi

Before-reading

Activate background information:

1. Have students focus on the title of the book, The Gift of the Magi and
Other Stories, encourage them to predict which stories might have been
selected, and then ask them to share what they know about the author.

2. Encourage students to retell the story The Gift of the Magi based on

what they have known.

While-reading

1. Have students find out basic elements of the story and see if their

retelling agrees with what they read.

Who

Elements
When

of a story
What
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1. Give proper adjectives to describe Della’s feelings in different scenes,

and find out related sentences from the story to support your opinion.

Scenes Feelings

When she was planning to cut her hair

After she cut her hair and before

James saw her.

The moment James saw her short hair

When she told James the reason

When she received James’ gift

2. Encourage students to talk about the main characters’ personality traits
by giving some supportive information, and then summarize how the

family looks like.

A—

&l Della
D C] How does the family like?
Do you like it?
e
James
A JA—
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3. Find out symbolic meanings of the following items and then fill the

table.

Items | Della’s hair | Jame’s gold watch | The chain | The combs

Symbolic

meanings

4. Who is Magi? And what is Magi’s gift?
5. Why are Della and James considered the wisest?

6. What is the theme of the story?

Post-reading

1. Go over the story in a systematic way. (The table below is for

reference.)

Theme

Setting

Symbol

Twist

Character
Plot
development

Climax
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2. Critical thinking

(1) Why does the author create these incidents?

(2) Do you believe that these incidents will take place in our life? Or do
you believe in the love between Della and James?

(3) What would you do if you were Della or James?

3. Creative work

(1) What do you think of the ending of this story? Can you create another
ending after “He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar expression
on his face.”? (Page 8, Line 8-9)

(2) If possible, try to illustrate the most impressive scene in your mind.

4. Language appreciation.
Try to find out sentences describing the characters’ appearance or their

facial expressions.

SHEER:

Her eyes were shining brilliantly, but her face lost its color within twenty seconds. (Page 3,
Line 20-Page 4, Line 1)

Had the queen of Sheba live in the flat across the aircraft, Della would have let her hair hang
out the window some day to dry just to depreciate Her Majesty & jewels and gifts. (Page 4, Line
8-11)

So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her rippling and shining like a cascade of brown
waters. It reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for her. (Page 4, Line 15-18)

Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close-lying curls that made her look
wonderfully like a truant schoolboy. (Page 6, Line 20-Page 7, Line 2)

It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the sentiments that she
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had been prepared for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.
(Page 8, Line 6-9)

Homework:

1. Have students finish the exercise attached to the book (A
R 1—3 /N,

2. Write a short play based on the story and perform it in front of the

class.
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The Gift of the Magi and Other Stories ¥ 1} 2

The Cop and the Anthem (Page 28-42)

Read for information

1. Who was the hero? (Soapy)
2. When and where was the story set? (Late Autumn and Madison Square, New York)

3. What was the hero’s plan for the coming winter?
[e. 9. He wanted to spend three months on the Island, three months of assured board and bed and
congenial company and safe from Boreas and bluecoats. (Page 29, Para. 2)]

4. Was there any other way for the hero to provide against the coming
winter?

5. What did the hero do in order to accomplish his plan?

(Attempt 1: He tried to dine in a luxurious restaurant without paying, only to be rejected by the
waiter.

Attempt 2: He threw a stone through the window shop, but the police didn t believe he had done it.
Attempt 3: He dined a little restaurant without paying, but the waiter pushed him into the street.
Attempt 4: He tried to harass a woman on the street, but she didnt call for the cops because she
was a prostitute.

Attempt 5: He pretended to be a drunkard and disturbed the peace, but the police thought he was
a college student celebrating a victory in the football game.

Attempt 6: He tried to steal an umbrella from a man, but the man relinquished it, because it was
not his umbrella.)

6. Did his attempts to accomplish his plan work?

7. What was the ending of the story?

Discuss the ending

What do you think of the ending of this story?

(Surprising but reasonable. O. Henry & ending is always unexpected. He will suddenly change the
inner world of the figures in an unbelievable way, or reverse the fate of the hero. Most readers
may feel quite surprised at first about his ending, but later find it rather reasonable. In this story,

8
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Soapy wanted to be in prison so he made troubles outside. However, his hopes were always
defeated. When he was reclaimed by the Anthem and decided to live a new life, the police threw
him into jail on some trumped-up charge.)

Read for thinking

1. This story is full of ironic coincidences. Could you give any examples?

(The outwardly gilded but inwardly rotten nobility; the confusing of right and wrong; the weak are
the prey of the strong.)

2. How do you understand the title of the story?

Read for language

Read and appreciate the following sentences. Recite them if possible.

When wild geese honk high of nights, and when women without sealskin coats
grow kind to their husbands, and when Soapy moves uneasily on his bench in the park,
you may know that winter is near at hand. (Page 28, Line 2-6)

Three months of assured board and bed and congenial company, safe from Boreas
and bluecoats, seemed to Soapy the essence of things desirable. (Page 29, Line 8-11)

But as Soapy set foot inside the restaurant door the head waiter’s eye fell upon his
frayed trousers and decadent shoes. (Page 32, Line 5-7)

Soapy stood still, with his hands in his pockets, and smiled at the sight of brass
buttons. (Page 32, Line 18-20)

Soapy stepped inside, secured the umbrella and sauntered off with it slowly. (Page
37, Line 18-19)

Through one violet-stained window a soft light glowed, where, no doubt, the
organist loitered over the keys, making sure of his mastery of the coming Sabbath
anthem. (Page 40, Line 12-14)

Homework:
1. Have students finish the exercise attached to the book (AT F- ik £
FBEE 7T—9 /NG,

2. Write a short play based on this story. Perform it in front of the class.



